
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Urban Thinker’s Campus- Chennai as a Global City 

Day 1- Thursday, 9th November 2017 

 Inaugural Plenary 

09:00-09:30 Registration 

09:30-11:30 Opening Session-Urban Thinker’s Campus- Chennai  

 Welcome Address Mr. Ram Venkataramani 
President MCCI 

 Special Address Prof Jagan Shah 
Director, National Institute of Urban Affairs , New Delhi 

 Special Address Dr.Ravindra Gettu 
Professor, Building Technology and Construction Management Division, Indian Institute of 
Technology- Madras, Chennai 

 Chief Guest Address Mr. S. Krishnan IAS 
Principal Secretary to Government  
Housing and Urban Development Department 
Govt. of Tamil Nadu 

 Vote of Thanks Ms K Saraswathi 
Secretary General, MCCI 



 
 

Theme I :Resilience & Smart Cities 

Building A Resilient Smart City - 9th November 11:45-15:15 

 Moderator Mr. Raghutamma Rao 
 

CEO ,Gopalakrishnan Deshpande Center for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship (GDC)-IITM Chennai 

 Disaster Preparedness for Resilient Cities Dr B. Chandramohan, IAS Secretary to Government- Revenue & Disaster Management, Govt of Tamil 
Nadu 

 Challenges in Implementation Mr L Nandakumar Superintendent Engineer, Smart Cities, Storm Water Drains & Road Projects 

 Designing Smart Cities Ms Sheila Sriprakash Architect & Designer, Holistic Sustainability and Reciprocity 

 Integrating Climate Resilience with Smart Cities Ms. Priyanka Kochar Regional Manager, Market Development, GBCI India, New Delhi 

 Understanding Vulnerabilities in Chennai Dr. Ashwin Mahalingam Associate Professor-Building Technology and Construction Management 
Division, Department of Civil Engineering IIT-Madras, Chennai 
Co-Founder and Board Member-Okapi Research and Advisory, Chennai 

 Urban Labs 

 Mobilizing Resilience & recovery through 
Collaborative efforts-Chennai Floods 

Swami Satyajnanananda Ramakrishna Mission, Chennai 

 Use of COREDAR Tool for Coastal Cities Dr.Saleem Khan Fulbright Scholar(2015-16),The Earth Institute, Columbia University, NYC, 
NY, USA.&Senior Scientist, M.S.Swaminathan Research Foundation 
(MSSRF), Chennai 

 Resilient Cities Strategies-A Case Study of Surat  Mr. Kamlesh Yagnik  Chief Resilience Officer, 100RC- Surat 

Enhancing Urban Connectivity- 9th November 15:30-18:30 

 Moderator   

 
Digital Infrastructure for Cities 

Mr. T.K.Ramachandran, IAS.
  

Principal Secretary, Information Technology Department -
GovernmentTamil Nadu  

 Urban Freight in Chennai Dr.Gitakrishnan Ramadurai Associate Professor- Transport  Engineering Division, IIT- Madras, Chennai 

 Transforming Transportation using Non-
Motorized Transport 

Mr. A. Shankar  National Director-Strategic Consulting, JLL, Chennai 

  Mitigating Climate Change Effects of Urban 
Mobility 

Dr. K. Palanivelu 
 

Director Anna University-Centre for Climate Change and Adaptation 
Research, Chennai 

 Traffic Management in Chennai Mr.Prem Anand  Sinha, IPS Joint Commissioner of Police,  Traffic –South, Chennai 

 Urban Labs 

 Public Cycle Sharing Infrastructure for Chennai Ms Shreya Gadepalli Regional Director - South Asia – IDTP Chennai 

 Future of Mobility – Electric cars Dr.Prabhjot  Kaur Principal Scientist , IIT M, Chennai 

 

https://www.annauniv.edu/CCAR/new-page.html


 
 

Theme  II : Inclusion, City's Expansion and Social Infrastructure 

Planning City's Growth and Natural Resources - 9th November 11:45-15:15 

 Moderator Dr.G. Sundaram IAS (Retd.)  

 City's Growth Expansion Plan  Mr. M Shivashanmugam Additional Secretary (Technical) in Housing & Urban Development 
Department , Chief Planner – CMDA, Chennai 

 Future of Real Estate -Chennai Mr. Prakash Challa Chairman and Managing Director, SSPDL, Chennai 

 Redevelopment & Revitalizing Development Mr. Satish Chander Narayanan Associate Director at Cushman & Wakefield, Chennai 

 Affordable Housing for a Global City Mr. G.Sudhakara Gupta Director and CEO, XS-Real Group, Chennai 

 Urban Green & Open Spaces Mr. Joss Brooks Chief Architect, Pitchandikulam Forest Consultants-Auroville 

 Conserving Natural Resources in Chennai Mr. Shilesh Hariharan Architect 

 Urban Labs 

 Vulnerabilities of Encroachment on Coastal 
Areas, Marsh Lands & Eco sensitive Areas-
Case Study 

Ms. Lucille Andrade Associate Vice President, Environmental Management Centre LLP, 
Mumbai 

 Role of Civil Societies in Natural Resources 
restoration 

Mr. Arun Krishnamurthy Founder, Environmentalist Foundation of India,Chennai 

Empowerment in Urban Inclusions- 9th November 15:30-18:30 

 Moderator Prof Jagan Shah  Director National Institute of Urban Affairs, New Delhi 

 Engaging Urban Poor to build a Resilient, 
global and smart city 

Dr.Kala Seetharam Sridhar 
Professor, Institute for Social and Economic Change, Bengaluru 

 Role of Planning Agencies Mr.C. Vijayaraj Kumar IAS  Members Secretary, CMDA Government of Tamil Nadu 

 Financial Inclusion Solutions Mr.S.D.Nandakumar Vice President , Lakshmi Vilas Bank, Chennai 

 
Managing Migration Dr. M Vijayabaskar 

Associate Professor, Madras Institute of Development Studies 
Chennai 

 
Women Empowerment Ms. S. Sangeetha 

District Social Welfare Officer, Directorate of Social Welfare, 
Kancheepuram District 

 Urban Labs 

 
Contested Urban Commons-Case Study Dr.Hita Unnikrishnan 

Assistant Professor(Conservation Science),School of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences Transdisciplinary University, Bengaluru 

 
Upgrading Informal Settlements Case Studies Ms. Vanessa Peters 

Policy Researchers-Information and Resource Centre for the Deprived 
Urban Communities,Chennai 

 



 
 

 

 

Theme III- Global Investment Destination & Governance  

Ease of Doing Business- 9th November 11:45-15:15 

 Moderator   

 Policy  Enablers for Ease of Doing Business Mr.R.Karthik Appadurai Senior Manager, Deloitte 

 Chennai Global Connect Mr. S. Sarathi President ,Internal Audit, Anand Automotive (P) Ltd, Chennai 

 Doing Business in a Global City Mr. T. Shivaraman CEO and Managing Director, Shriram EPC Ltd, Chennai 

 Emerging Business Opportunities in Chennai as a 
Global City 

Mr. V. Sriram Chief Operating Officer, ICRA IMaCS, Chennai 

 
Easy life for Expats 

Ms. Ranjini Manian Founder, Global Adjustments, Chennai 

 Urban Labs 

 Startups in Chennai Dr. Thillai Rajan Professor , Department of Management Studies, IIT-M 

Governance & Partnerships - 9th November 15:30-18:30 

 Moderator Dr. Sunder Ramaswamy Vice Chancellor, IFMR 

 UK Connect for creating sustainable cities  Mr. Isaac Hewlings British Deputy Head of Mission and Head of Trade, Chennai 

 Making Public-Private Partnerships work Mr. Anand Madhavan Director Infrastructure & Public Finance, CRISIL, Mumbai 

 Cyber Security in Cities Mr. Vittal Raj Founding Partner- Kumar & Raj, Chennai 

 
e-governance  Mr. Sushovon Saha 

e-Governance Specialist Consultant for Smart Cities/E governance 
foundation, New Delhi 

 Citizen Involvement & Dialogue for a Global City Mr. Rajiv Lochan Managing Director & CEO, Kasturi& Sons Ltd, Chennai 

 Urban Labs 

 GIFT- Gujarat International Finance Tec-City-
Case Study- Govt JV 

Mr. Loveleen Garg AVP & Head -Environment & Sustainability, GIFT City 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Theme I :Resilience & Smart Cities 

Improving Sustainable Urban Infrastructure-10th November 09:30-12:30 

 Moderator Mr S G Prabhakharan* Chairman, XS-Real Group ,Chennai 

 Water Supply & Sewage Mr. A. Abdul Rasheed, Chief Engineer (Project)-II, CMWSSB, Chennai 

 Waste Management Mr. D. Pushpanathan, Technical Director , M/s ZontaInfratech Pvt Ltd, Bengaluru 

 Making Chennai a Smart City  Mr. Raj Cherubal CEO, Chennai Smart City Ltd, Chennai 

 Pricing for Urban Services Mr. Pawan Kumar Sachdeva Senior Advisor, SELCO Foundation 

 Infrastructure for Disaster Risk Reduction Dr S. Janakarajan Professor, Madras Institute of Development Studies,Chennai 

 Urban Labs 

 Creating Sustainable Community  Sri City 

 Lunch 

 Roundtable 13:30- 15:00 

 

Theme  II : Inclusion, City's Expansion and Social Infrastructure 

Urban Well Being and Social Infrastructure- 10th November 09:30-12:30  

 Moderator Prof Shashanka Bhide Director, Madras Institute of Development Studies, Chennai 

 
 

Social Welfare Spending Ms. Vidya Soundarrajan* 
India Programme Head, CCIP, Oxford Policy Management, New Delhi 

 Enhancing Skill Development for Industries Mr. RamkumarRamamoorthy Executive Director, Cognizant, Chennai 

 Creating Sports Infrastructure & talent Mr. Natarajan Rathianm International Athlete Director – ISPA, Chennai 

 Universities & Smart Cities Dr.Daniel Shah Director, Research Councils UK (RCUK) India, New Delhi 

 Chennai Heritage Development Mr. V Sriram Historian & Author, Madras Musings, Chennai 

 Quality of Life for all--City level Policy Mr. Ravichandar V CMD, Feedback Business Consulting Services Pvt. Ltd., Bengaluru 

 Urban Labs 

 Improving Road Safety Ms. Priyanka Vasudevan Senior Project Associate, Urban Transport, EMBARQ, Mumbai 

 Lunch 

 Roundtable 13:30- 15:00 

 

 



 
 

 

Theme III- Global Investment Destination & Governance 

Sustaining as a Global City-Monitoring & Evaluation- 10th November 09:30-12:30 

 Moderator Mr. T. Shivaraman CEO and Managing Director, Shriram EPC Ltd, Chennai 

 Role of Chennai Urban Observatory Mr. AnandIyer Chief Project Manager, National Institute of Urban Affairs, New Delhi 

 Best and Next Practices of Cities Across India-
Global Benchmarks 

Mr. V. Surya Prakash Senior Associate, Sustainable Cities, WRI, Hyderabad 

 Managing Chennai’s development Trajectory Mr. R. Sarto Adviser .Vice Presidents ILFS Environmental Infrastructure&Services Ltd, 
Chennai 

 Translating IoT into Better Services Mr. James Caton Chief Business Officer, Smart Cities IoT, L&T, Chennai 

 Smart Citizens for Global Cities Mr. P. H. Rao Chief Executive Officer, Stem Group, Bengaluru 

 Urban Labs 

 Fraunhofer’sMorgenstadt (Cities of Tomorrow) 
Initiative 

Mr. Damian Wagner Sr. Project Manager – Smart Cities and Co-ordinator – Triangulum, 
Fraunhofer IAO , Stuttgart 

 Online reporting of Civic Issues-Case Study Ms. Sylvia Veeraraghavan Jaanagraha, Bengaluru 

 Lunch 

 Roundtable 13:30- 15:00 

 

Urban Thinker’s Campus- Chennai as a Global City 

Day 2- Friday, 10th November 2017 

15:15-16:30 Valedictory Plenary 

 Welcoming Remarks Mr S G Prabhakharan 
Past President, MCCI &Chairman, X S Real Properties Pvt. Limited 

 Summing Up Mr. Anand Iyer  
Chief Project Manager, National Institute of Urban Affairs, New Delhi 

 Valedictory Address Mr. O. Paneerselvam 
Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister 
Govt. of Tamil Nadu 

 Vote of Thanks Ms Gayathri  Sriram 
Vice President, MCCI &Managing Director, UCAL Auto Pvt. Ltd 

 


